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(1) We @suaily have a clear idea of what makes an animal a mammal. © We' know (165 exception [fI44] []¢.15 creature [4: X%y |
mammals are warm-blooded and have hair or fur. We alsc know that man.mal [10.6 definitely | Bawnzz <, 1@l [1¢.17 physical [&1ko !
mothers feed their babies with milk. Perhaps the most coinmon rule is that mammals (.10 resiarkable [HHTRE ] []0.18 ancient [, o8]
give birth to live babies, not eggs. We often think this‘is :rue for every mammal. L1210 rare 'r‘}}l"" | []¢.18 ancestor [H145] .
However@nature has a surprising exception to this rule. []e.13 b.1'1 [< %)Yi U“ 219 rifer to ~ s - [l ds (55
1,4 . . . (e 13 tiny [ S bTHhD | ¢ [Je19 fossu [Mefad
(2] The *platypus is definitely a mammal, but the female platypus actually lays eggs. 6,12 clectrical signal [EZE ! O T whether. [-h&3 28]

Once the babies *hatch, they drink their mother’s milk. Surprisingly, the female
platypus does not have *teats. Instead, the milk simply comes out through the skin m
on its *belly. The babies then drink the milk directly from the mother’s body.
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0 © The platypus has other remarkable abilities that are very rare for a mammal. BB TV, RO R RATI R E 525 28 bHloTWD, BE5 b M7 BN, WILEEA
When it dives underwater to hunt, it closes its eyes, ears, and nose holes. How does BICIER L, RERAFREE LA, I bIZwTWw, SO EDRTNCOMATEICYTIZTFLEE LS5, L L,
it find food in the dark? It uses a “sixth sense” called electrorecption.ItS duck-like E%ﬁb:ﬂi:mﬁgum%<N%WJ?@“T@ET%O ‘ )
bill can find the tiny electrical signals that come from its prey. The male platypus @ 71 E ) NVIERLEC G SFELEZS, A ADHE I NVITEBICINZES . RAYIDIILT 2 &, S IREBOREILZ ik
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even has sharp spikes on its back legs to protect itself. These spikes can put a type B -
it BoRr S EHEZONAEKLOTH S,

15 of poison .into a .talfget. Tl?ese strange features make the animal seem like a creature © HE/NVIIHAFE LTUIIEFICE L VOB RERENIVRDH 50 HE/ NN ZT H7201KPNEZE, H
from a science fictign moyfe. HBOREBL D0 BHOHTHE N LGED L) UL THEROTBOLES I o HEI NVRBREEL LENDH
(4] Perhaps the most an azing thing about the platypus is that its physical form has A A OTHD, 2OTEADLI 2 EIZTIE, WhroRE SN ML ERE T2 RMT 5L TED, F |
changed very iittic since ausieni times. It still looks much like its ancestors frein tiie ADAET ) NV FYEFHIOIASETH P F TR T2 TNHO MBI HORHEEAT LT ENTE 4, |
distant past’ Charles Darwin even referred to the platypus as a “living fossi” in his CHOOFWLRIFHICEY . ZOBWIL SE BEDOAEEYO L) ITBR B0, . |
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2 fanious book, M the Origin of Species.
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