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(DA very upper-class, very respectable British professor once remarked to me

that visiting Tokyo made him feel *shabby because everyone he met, on the
subways, in office buildings, in department stores, on the street —— everyone in
Tokyo looked *prim, clean and well-dressed. This is not the case in either the
United States or Britain.

The kind of clothes one wears in the United States is somewhat different from
what one wears in Japan. I have felt this difference often during my career as a
professor in both Japan and the United States. Partially, there is less concern, less

social emphasis on clothes in the United States. @When I am working at an

American university, I am less concerned than when in Japan about what

impression I will give by the clothes I wear. Consequently, I am much more likely

to come to class, or to a faculty meeting, wearing blue jeans and no tie. Some
American colleagues will have on suits and ties and some will be dressed like me.
This is the variety, the *heterogeneity of American life.

(®Although I try to maintain my American style of dress as much as possible in

Japan, I always find myself to be “dress conscious” when living in Japan. I am

expected, as a professor, to wear a suit and tie and often force myself to @M.
On those occasions when I do not, I can tell that my Japanese colleagues are
somewhat disturbed by my lack of *decorum.
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How did the professor feel when he visited Tokyo?
— He felt ( ).
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77 The Japanese style of dress is much the same as the British one.
1 Some American professors wear suits on campus, and some are casually
dressed.
rJ More social emphasis is put on clothing in Japan than in America.
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