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For all parts of the entrance exams, the essentials are 1) a broad vocabulary, covering various
fields ranging from everyday conversation to academic fields; 2) a strong grasp of grammar at the
sentence level; and 3) a sense of discourse structures in both spoken and written English. The
term discourse may be new to you, but it is not difficult to understand. Simply put, it means
stretches of language above the clause or sentence level. In written English this means being able
to see the connections between sentences, the points made in paragraphs, and the overall point of
an essay, article, or story.

In spoken English, it means the patterns of interactive exchange ranging from ordering a meal
at a restaurant, to asking for directions, or interviewing a guest on a television program. The
longer the passage is, the more complexity and diversity there is.

All of the above-mentioned points are important, but if your vocabulary is limited, you won’t get
far with the other two skills.

On listening:

To develop listening skills for general purposes, especially when time is not a factor, listening to
music, and watching movies is a relaxing way to pick up English in a random way without having
to actually “study.” But it will not prepare you for the entrance exams.

What you need to pass the exams is as follows:

1. A broad vocabulary. Distinguishing sounds is important: many words with the same sound

(pear/ pair/ pare) have very different meanings and even those with same spellings may have
a variety of meanings.

2. A grasp of grammar. Contrary to what some teachers claim, the grammar of spoken English
is more complicated than that of formal written English.

3. Lots and lots of practice. We often are amazed how quickly little kids seem to pick up
language, even before they go to school. But we also often ignore how many thousands of
hours they spend doing it (around 8,000, actually). Unfortunately, we are older and have a lot
of other things to do, so we have to study.

4. Concentration. Some listening passages are long. In such cases, concentration will help you
to make the necessary connections between what you don’t understand and what you do.
Most listening tests are not strictly “hearing” tests, but comprehension tests.

S. Analysis. Use your brain. In an exam, all questions should have a point. Sometimes the
point is merely to test memorization. But a higher level question involves solving a problem or
finding a solution. In this case, short passages are often more difficult than long ones. You
have to consider what you hear from several possible contexts and find a match in a short
time. In writing, such questions are often quite simple, but in a listening test, they might fly
right past you. The only solution is the one mentioned in point (3): practice, practice, practice.

Some bad approaches that are recently popular:

1) Voice shadowing. This has some value for students regarding conversational expressions such
as “You're what?” vs. “You’re what?” However, this technique was developed by a distinguished
scholar for the purpose of training simultaneous interpreters. It has nothing to do with learning
to speak English in general, and even less to do with passing a university exam.

2) Listen to CDs based on vocabulary books. These come from a junk media producing book after
book without producing results. I am frequently asked to produce them myself. No way.

On writing:

1) Answer the question. Make sure that you understand the question and also what the question
is aimed at.

2) Grammar is always important. This is an English exam, not a creative writing competition.

3) Most exam writing tasks are short (especially Todai) some a bit longer (Togaidai). In any case,
make your main point clear right away, but don’t neglect to specify what you are talking about.
For example, I don’t agree with this is grammatical, but meaningless if what this refers to is

unclear to the reader. Frankly, it makes perfect sense, since you can logically assume that the

teacher knows what this refers to. But it’s better to begin with a specific statement of the topic. For

example: English education should begin at the kindergarten level because . . . .



4) Most important, you should not follow false formulas that cannot be found in normal English
writing, such as
I think. ..
First, . ..
because . . .
Second, . . .
because . . .
For these reasons, . . .
[ think. ..

No one writes this way but school children who lack thinking ability and mental independence.
Do you have something to say? Then say it and support it with some kind of facts or reason.
That’s the way. Even if you’re wrong in fact, that’s the way. Say it! You can adjust your errors later.
And you will learn from them.
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education should begin at the kindergarten level because ... .
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Ithink ... (FAIXRS..)
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Second, . . .(82IZ...)
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For these reasons, . . .(ChHMDEHT...)
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1. TESGEfRER | (RFERE) XREhR
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3. Basic English Usage | (Oxford University Press)
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10

15

20

A 184 PE D

Z OMBEITE AT L OWEBY A MiEBE L Tk
DFEHA, KBRZEINDFITIEIEOICTBEL
LET,

10




25

T ORBEITEASIZ E DWEBY A MaITEHE L TB
DEFA, KBRZHEINDFITIIEDICTBEL
LET,

11




10

15

20

z - ARG
ZOMBEITE A X WWEBY A M3
0 iﬁio {zlxu%mﬁ%%éhéjﬂdi%%m:fmﬁb
LET,

12




T ORBEITEASIZ E DWEBY A MaITEHE L TB
DEFA, KBRZHEINDFITIIEDICTBEL
LET,

13




[EAHIX])
R DFSL A FIRE L.

@
1) All but her failed.
2) I am tired but I must work.
3) Life is but a dream.

4) There is no child but likes toys.

@
1) We regard Tom as great.

2) My brother came back from abroad.

3) She is proud of being rich.

4) My brother was given up for lost.

5) I have not heard anything of what she said.

6) Tom crept out from under the table.

®

1) Even Tom can do that.

2) Tom alone was able to settle the issue.
3) She was born soon after the war.

4) He died soon after I arrived.

S) Happily he did not die.
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1) Put the book on the desk.

2) The book on the desk is my brother’s.
3) My brother showed me how to read Shakespeare.

4) Tom studied German philosophy twenty years.
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