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The Divergence of British and American English

Differences between English and American speech were noticed as early as the 18th
century. Samuel Johnson referred to them in 1752. By the next century visitors from
England were frequently shocked at the way Americans spoke. Most of the impressions
they recorded were extremely negative. American speech was considered corrupt,
uncivilized, and a threat to the future of the language itself. Many American writers before
the time of Mark Twain tended to accept this negative evaluation and tried to imitate
British style. However, it was inevitable that American and British English would grow
apart. Not only were the American environment and experience very different from that of
Britain, but there would be changes in Britain as well.

New words began to appear in English as soon as early settlers began to arrive in
America. The environment that the newcomers faced was so different from home that they
needed new words to describe it. Sometimes they used traditional English words for plants
and animals that were different from those back in England. Blackbirds, robins, and
swallows are different birds in England and America.

In other cases the settlers made up their own words to describe unfamiliar features of
nature. Sometimes the words were based on the sounds that birds, insects, or other
creatures made. Bobwhite and whippoorwill are names of birds that come from their calls.
More often they used the technique of combining two older words. This procedure came to
be a common American approach to language expansion. Eggplant, catfish, bluejay,
rattlesnake, bluegrass, bullfrog, and hillside are but a few examples of new compounds that
appeared in early America. Later came sidewalk, drugstore, hangover, barbershop, doghouse,
and skyscraper.

Another solution was to borrow words from other languages spoken in America.

Among words used to describe the American landscape, swamp came from German and
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ravine from French. More commonly, the new Americans borrowed from the Native
Americans. Words like moose, raccoon, opossum, and squash came from Native American
words, along with countless place names.

Surprisingly, however, many words that were once common in Britain but later largely
disappeared were preserved in America. The most well known example is using fall for
autumn. This word was rather new when the Pilgrims first came to America in 1620. It
remained a common word in England until the 18th century, when it fell out of use.
Among the long list of such words are mad in the sense of angry, gotten for got, as well as
trash for rubbish. Some words that fell into disuse in Britain were later reintroduced from
America. The Oxford English Dictionary described the word maybe as “archaic and
dialectical” at the beginning of this century, but today it is used in Britain as commonly as
perhaps.

At the same time that American English evolved in response to its particular social and
historical conditions, British English did as well. Many of the differences that are apparent

today are the results of changes in Britain rather than America. (497 words)
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(1) ¢.7~8
So he concluded that they must have paid their money to the conductor on the train.
(2) ¢.23
tokens which are coins used only for the subway
(3) ¢.23~24
When you drop one token in the turnstile, it will turn so that you can enter.
(4) ¢.22~24
at each station there is a man inside a booth selling tokens which are coins used
only for the subway. When you drop one token in the turnstile, it will turn so that

you can enter.



(5) £.26~27
Yuji's colleague said, “You're lucky you weren't caught.”
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0.1 <send = cause to go
<> branch =
(D a smaller part growing out from the main part of a tree
(2) any small part going out from a main part like a branch
() member of part of a larger group or organization
0.2 <follow = obey
< draw = produce (a picture or diagram) by making lines and marks on paper

2.3 <>subway = a train operating underground in a city



O stairs = a series of steps used in going up or down from one level to another
¢.4 <>and (as (he did) in Japan,) he first looked -

oy
Pewiad (M) S + V| oBR

O as = in the same manner that

O first = before any other thing
< vending machine = a machine that dispenses small articles when a coin or token
is inserted
0.5 < turnstile = a mechanical gate with revolving horizontal arms that allow only one
person at a time to pass through
0.7 <> must have done [+ L7zICE W72\ ]
<> conductor =
(D a person who conducts an orchestra or choir
(2 a material or device that conducts heat or electricity
® a person who collects fares on a bus or a train
< conduct [kdmdakt] = (D organize and carry out @ direct the performance of
(an orchestra or choir) (3 guide to or around a place
£.9 <sothat ~ can (will; may) [ H¥J
¢.11 < extremely = very
£.12 < skinny = very thin
O slip = move quickly
< bar = a long, narrow piece of wood or metal used to stop, enclose, support,
fasten, lift, etc.
¢.14 $ trip = a movement from one place to another
MHAGED [HAT] L1302 b IS d 5 L3RS 2w ISR,
WKOBITHIE% o
his daily #7ip to the bank (f§®, $RIT~O%:H 0 iHE))
a delivery trip (EC3ERD )
a shopping trip (E W)
It's a short #7ip from Baltimore to Washington.
(RVFETNHT Y Y b Y ETIEAD—R T %)
The boss made a periodic #7ip to the building site.
GBI g IR LB 1 D2 L 720)
<> downtown = to, toward or in the business center of a town
O Z TCI& Manhattan Zf5ffi L CW 2O T, [4Hl - €T3 20HPLED ] OERK,
HAFED [TH O] L3R5,
< fare = the price of a ride
¢.15 <> Wall Street = a street in New York City that is a principal center for American

financial affairs; the financially important American business collectively



< colleague = an associate in office or professional work

.16 < free = without cost or charge

0. 21 exit = a place through which to go out; the act of going out

.23 O token = (D a sign: something kept for memory's sake @) a piece of stamped metal
used 1n place of money, especially for bus and train fare
.24 $turn = revolve; move in a circle; spin slowly
.25 < sneak = move, act, carry, etc. quietly and secretly to avoid being heard or seen
< squeeze = push one’s way into or through a small space
.26 < You're lucky (that) you weren't caught.
O Mg S N T\ B Hekial that 13, [HIBrOBRME 2 2528 wC, B, B K&
% EDGFELEFKT ] thato
.28 < disappoint = fail to satisfy the hopes, expectations or wishes of
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I don't agree that English should be taught in elementary school. Students already
have many subjects to study, including those that are more fundamental than foreign
languages. It is more important for them to learn their own language well first because
that is the means by which they will learn most other subjects, such as math, science, and
history. [59 words]

I think that it is a very good idea to begin English instruction in elementary school.
People can learn languages more easily when they are young. However, the lessons
should be taught in an enjoyable way so that students will not come to hate studying
English. Oral communication skills should be taught rather than grammar and difficult
vocabulary. [58 words]

i

OYou are free to express whatever opinion you like as long as you support it with a

ﬂ

clearly explained reason.

OIf you give more than one reason, it is good to use a transitional expression that shows
you are moving to another point, such as in addition or moreover. More important is
used to introduce a point that is stronger than the one already mentioned.

+ Moreover, it will be difficult to find enough teachers who have training in teaching
English to young children.

- In addition, English will only become more important in the future due to globalization
trends.

OWhen you finish writing, always read what you have written. You will probably be
able to catch many errors. Ask yourself these questions:

Composition

Have you answered the question? Does the composition make sense?

Is what you have written clear? Does each sentence follow from the previous one, or
did you just write something in order to get some more words on the page and finish
on time?

Sentences

What is the main clause of the sentence? Are its subject and verb clear, and do they
agree?

If there are two or more clauses, are they coordinated or subordinated correctly?

Have you used the right verb forms to express the meaning you intended?

Are the nouns used countable or uncountable? Are they singular or plural?

There are many other points to check, but those listed above are the most important ones.
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