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Part A

M : Good afternoon. May I help you?

W : Yes, I'd like to make a tour reservation.

= =2 = £

: Certainly. Which tour did you have in mind?
: I'm interested in the “White Cliffs Country Tour.”
: The “White Cliffs Country Tour?” Excuse me, but where did you hear of that tour?

> My brother was in Dover a few years ago. He gave me this brochure. Here it is.

See? “Discover County Kent, the garden of England, on the White Cliffs Country
Tour. Visit Dover, Deal and Walmer Castles along with the places where Charles
Dickens and Henry James stayed and wrote some of their best works.” I'm

especially interested in the literary sites. This is the right travel agency, isn't it?

> Well, yes. You're in the right place, but I'm afraid it's the wrong time. That tour is

only available from June through August.

W : How disappointing! Do you have any similar tours?

M : The Castle Tour includes visits to all three of the castles you mentioned. It also

includes a visit to the Old Town Jail, which has recently been renovated.

W : What about the Chilham Castle Gardens? My brother said they were lovely.

:I'm sad to say that the previous owner passed away in 1998 and the new owners

have closed them to the public.
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Part B
W :

M:

: What a shame! I was also looking forward to seeing Bleak House. I'm quite fond of

Charles Dickens.

:It's a very charming spot. Dickens spent his time there whenever he could get out

of London. You could always go there after the tour finishes. The food is not bad,

and you could spend a quiet evening exploring the neighborhood.

: When does the tour finish?
: We leave at 7 : 30 am. and return at 4 : 30 p.m.
. I guess I'm out of luck. My ferry leaves at 4 : 00 tomorrow afternoon.

: Why don’t you join my walking tour this afternoon? I take visitors to see Dover

Castle every weekday at 1 : 30.

: OK, that sounds pretty good. That will give me time for lunch. Tl see you in an hour.

(360 words)

This is quite an impressive place. I hadn’t expected it to be so big.

There have been fortifications here since prehistoric times. Dover is a natural
harbor and Europe is less than two [actually, twenty] miles away. In the past 500
years alone England’s enemies have attempted invasions here twelve times and made
preparations for many more. And the invasions go back much further. When
Julius Caesar came in 55 B.C., there was already a Celtic fort here. Caesar sensibly
avoided the fort by landing seven miles to the north. In his words, Dover was “no

place to land.”

: But the Romans did manage to invade.

*Yes. And they in turn used Dover to control the invasions of others, such as the

Saxon pirates that repeatedly raided the coast. They also built two tall pharos, or

lighthouses, here.

. Is there anything left that the Romans built?
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:Yes. Over there to the right you can see a stone church.

: How beautifull It looks very old.

:Itis. It was built by the Saxons around 1000 A.D. But see the bell tower?
: Unh huh.

: That was originally one of the lighthouses built by the Romans.

: What about the main structures?

= = =2 = =2 = £

> William the Conqueror built the first Norman castle here, but it was small compared
to what you can see today. It was Henry II that started thinking big. He built most
of what you can see now, the main castle with its two concentric walls and towers.
But it's been changed many times since then in order to adapt to new military
circumstances. Underneath the ground is a complex of tunnels begun in medieval
times and expanded and developed even into the post-war era.
W : I'd like to see that.
M : We won't have time to go underground today, but I can show you the main castle.
(303words)
Part C
M : Just three more blocks and we'll be back at the main square. You must be tired
from all that walking and climbing.
W : I'm OK, but could we stop and look in this shop? I should get a souvenir for my kid.
M : Of course.
W : Hmm. What should I get? Most of this stuff is a bit expensive. Twenty pounds
for a kid’s shirt!
M : How about these old-fashioned lead toys? They have models of everything from
Roman foot soldiers to Saxon pirates to WWII fighter pilots. Look, they even have
Winston Churchill. And here’s Sir Francis Drake.

W : These are interesting.



M : By the way, could I ask your child’'s name?

W : It's Joan.

M : That's a nice name. They have some literary figures here too. How about Charles

15

Dickens? Or Emily Bronte?

W : I think T'll get this pirate. Joan wants to grow up to be a pirate.

. That's certainly an interesting choice of professions.

W : Well, you know five-year-olds. By the way, is there anywhere I can get a good

dinner around here?

M : Why don’t you try the Beggar’'s Coat Inn? They serve a very reasonable meal.

20

W : The Beggar’s Coat Inn. That's a charming name. How do I get there?

M : Go back toward the castle, turn right at the next corner and go down the street a

25 M:

ES

little way. You'll find it on the left, just past the second light.
. Back the way we came, turn right, then it's on the left, just past the second light.
Thanks. I guess I was really lucky to get a private tour.

It was my pleasure. [(274words)
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