Lesson 1. Crossing the Alps by Rail
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Crossing the Alps by Rail
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Lesson 1

% Translate and interpret the following passage
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Section 1

Until the mid-19" century, people had thought it was impossible to build a railway
through the Alps. Railway engineering was still very new at that time. The Alps were a
challenging environment, with steep slopes and very high places. However, after years of
planning, about 20,000 people worked by hand for six years to achieve the impossible. As a
result, the world’s first mountain railway was constructed to the southwest of Vienna, the
capital of Austria. To this day, the Semmering Railway remains a remarkable achievement in
engineering that forms a beautiful harmony with the Alps’ natural environment.
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